
Year 10 AQA Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Topic Course introduction 
The Elements 
Area of Study 3 (Traditional Music) 
Composing with metre 
Solo Performance 

Area of Study 2 (Popular Music) 
Crime Drama and Song Writing 
Set works – Queen Song 1 

Revision and 8 mark answers 
Set work – Queen Song 2 and 3 
Free composition NEA  
Ensemble performance 

Threshold concepts explored Performance Techniques (solo) 
Creative and coherent composition – 
Compound Time Composition 
The Elements – Melody, Harmony,Texture, 

Tonality, Metre, Rhythm, Timbre, Structure 

Time and Place  
Notation  
Listening and Analysis 

Performance Techniques (solo) 
Creative and coherent composition –Crime 
Drama Composition 
The Elements – Melody, Harmony,Texture, 

Tonality, Metre, Rhythm, Timbre, Structure 

Time and Place  
Notation  
Listening and Analysis 

Performance Techniques (ensemble) 
Creative and coherent composition –Free 
Composition NEA 
The Elements – Melody, Harmony, Texture, 

Tonality, Metre, Rhythm, Timbre, Structure 

Time and Place  
Notation  
Listening and Analysis 

Building on Year 8 Blues and Reggae 
Year 9 Tango 
Year 7 Folk Music. 
Year 9 Term 1 Solo performance 

Year 9 Lucy in the Sky, Gaming Music and 
Song Writing topics. 
Year 8 Film Music 
Year 10 Term 2 

Year 10  Term 1 and 2. 

Leading to Year 10 Term 3 and 4 Year 10 Term 5 and 6 Year 11 Term 1 and 2 

How will you know how you are doing 
and how to improve? 

Verbal interim feedback 
Feedback on Compound Time Composition 
Feedback on Solo Performance progress 
End of Topic test on Area of Study 3 
One to one guidance 

Verbal interim feedback 
Feedback on Crime Drama and Song 
composition 
Feedback on Solo Performance progress 
End of Topic test on Area of Study 2 
Quizzes on Set works 
One to one guidance 

Year 10 Mock exam 
8 mark feedback on set works and DIRT 
Verbal feedback 
Feedback on ensemble performance 
One to one guidance 

Experiences to look out for Weekly Music Clubs 
Christmas Concert 

Weekly Music Clubs 
Spring Concert 

Weekly Music Clubs 
Summer Concert 

Links to useful resources  
 

BBC Bitesize GCSE Music AQA 

The Elements of Music with Vocab and 
Mad T shirt videos  
AQA Subject Vocabulary 
AQA Specification 
Performance Mark Scheme 

Simplified Performance Mark Scheme 
AoS3 Traditional Music Knowledge 
Organiser with Links 
 

A0S2 Popular Music Knowledge Organiser 
with Links  
 
BBC Bitesize Link Bohemian Rhapsody  
BBC Bitesize Link Seven Seas  
BBC Bitesize link Love of my Life  
 

Useful listening and theory links 

BBC Bitesize Writing your own music 
 
Composition Criteria 
 

Useful listening and theory links 
 
BBC Bitesize Musical Performance AQA 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/1%20Class%20Notebooks/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/Elements,%20Listening%20and%20Theory/The%20Elements%20KO%20GCSE.pptx?d=w2df270045d9d4b28924485e442a5daba&csf=1&web=1&e=Nd8DaP
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/1%20Class%20Notebooks/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/Elements,%20Listening%20and%20Theory/The%20Elements%20KO%20GCSE.pptx?d=w2df270045d9d4b28924485e442a5daba&csf=1&web=1&e=Nd8DaP
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/Elements,%20Listening%20and%20Theory/AQA%20_%20Subject%20specific%20vocabulary.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=0JQSEE
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/AQA%20GCSE%20Specification.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=SDSBaj
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/Performance%20Mark%20scheme.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=sw8syf
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/Simple%20Performance%20Mark%20sheet.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=69zT3I
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/1%20Class%20Notebooks/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/AoS3%20Traditional%20Music/AoS3%20Traditional%20Music%20KO.pptx?d=w5d9e6ec95ba54b4fa4a1687d5d918368&csf=1&web=1&e=eBItOB
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/1%20Class%20Notebooks/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/AoS3%20Traditional%20Music/AoS3%20Traditional%20Music%20KO.pptx?d=w5d9e6ec95ba54b4fa4a1687d5d918368&csf=1&web=1&e=eBItOB
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/1%20Class%20Notebooks/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/AoS2%20Popular%20Music/AoS%202%20Popular%20Music%20%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20with%20links%20.pptx?d=w97db3c0ac1e64c5abe587c8a81e86264&csf=1&web=1&e=TEDi2c
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/1%20Class%20Notebooks/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/AoS2%20Popular%20Music/AoS%202%20Popular%20Music%20%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20with%20links%20.pptx?d=w97db3c0ac1e64c5abe587c8a81e86264&csf=1&web=1&e=TEDi2c
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zccc239#z444mbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z8qbqyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zy63jfr
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/Useful%20Links.docx?d=w592d4f92f3cb41d990d3030375b33e3b&csf=1&web=1&e=SJAjdl
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zfj3mfr/revision/1
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/Composition%20Marking%20Criteria.docx?d=w359ed6f4dfac49f191b8b65b213c4bba&csf=1&web=1&e=CojURU
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/Useful%20Links.docx?d=w592d4f92f3cb41d990d3030375b33e3b&csf=1&web=1&e=SJAjdl
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z69nwty/revision/1


 

Year 11 AQA Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Topic Area of Study 1 – Western Classical Tradition (1650- 
1910) 
Free Comp NEA completion (Oct half term) 
Set Work – Mozart 
Solo and Ensemble performance preparation 
Brief Comp NEA launch (Term 2) 

Area of Study 4 – Western Classical 
Tradition since 1910 
Performance exams 
Brief comp NEA completion (Feb half term) 
General Listening and exam technique 
Term 4 – Scores and NEA completion 

Exam technique 
General listening 
Guided revision 

 

Threshold concepts 
explored 

Performance Techniques (solo and ensemble) 
Creative and coherent composition –Free 
Composition NEA and launch brief Composition NEA 
The Elements – Melody, Harmony, Texture, Tonality, 

Metre, Rhythm, Timbre, Structure 

Time and Place  
Notation  
Listening and Analysis 
 

Performance Techniques (solo and 
ensemble) 
Creative and coherent composition – Brief 
Composition NEA 
The Elements – Melody, Harmony, Texture, 

Tonality, Metre, Rhythm, Timbre, Structure 

Time and Place  
Notation  
Listening and Analysis 
 

The Elements – Melody, 

Harmony, Texture, 

Tonality, Metre, Rhythm, 

Timbre, Structure 

Time and Place  
Notation – Scores and 
Annotations 
Listening and Analysis 

 
 

Building on Year 9 – Ground Bass  
Year 10 – Term 5 and 6 

Year 11 - Term 1 and 2 Year 11 – Term 3 and 4  

Leading to Year 11 – Term 3 and 4 Year 11 – Term 5 Summer exam  

How will you know how 
you are doing and how 
to improve? 

Year 11 Mock Exam 
Feedback on Solo and Ensemble performance 
progress and Performance evening 
Regular feedback on NEA 
End of Topic test on Area of Study 1 
Set work 2 and 8 mark questions with DIRT 
One to one guidance 

Year 11 Mock Exam 
Regular feedback on NEA 
End of Topic test on Area of Study 4 
Set work 2 and 8 mark questions with DIRT 
Submission of ALL NEA work. 
One to one guidance 

Revision sessions 
Listening tests 
Exam style questions with 
feedback 

 

Experiences  to look out 
for 

Year 11 Performance Evening (term 2) 
Weekly Music Clubs 
Christmas Concert 
Free composition NEA submitted Oct Half Term 
 

Performance exams (solo and ensemble) – 
January 
Weekly Music Clubs 
Spring Concert 
Brief Composition NEA composition 
submitted Feb half term. 
 

Weekly Music Clubs 
Summer Concert 

Links to useful resources  
 

AoS 1 Western Classical Music 1650 to 1910 with 
Links 

Useful listening and theory links 
BBC Bitesize GCSE Music AQA 

AoS 4  Western Classical Music 1910 
Onwards with Links 

 
Useful listening and theory links 
BBC Bitesize GCSE Music AQA 

 

All GCSE Revision Resources 

BBC Bitesize GCSE Music AQA 

 

 

https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/1%20Class%20Notebooks/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/AoS1%20Western%20Classical%20Tradition%201650%20to%201910/AoS%201%20%20Western%20Classical%20Music%201650%20to%201910%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20with%20links.pptx?d=wca8f4266ae50455eaa90f2aa39bc62af&csf=1&web=1&e=wHlpgh
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/1%20Class%20Notebooks/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/AoS1%20Western%20Classical%20Tradition%201650%20to%201910/AoS%201%20%20Western%20Classical%20Music%201650%20to%201910%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20with%20links.pptx?d=wca8f4266ae50455eaa90f2aa39bc62af&csf=1&web=1&e=wHlpgh
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/Useful%20Links.docx?d=w592d4f92f3cb41d990d3030375b33e3b&csf=1&web=1&e=SJAjdl
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/1%20Class%20Notebooks/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/AoS4%20Western%20Classical%20Music%201910%20onwards/AoS%204%20%20Western%20Classical%20Music%201910%20onwards%20%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20with%20links.pptx?d=w50b76e3dc88d4ec1acf2a057130c3738&csf=1&web=1&e=Q9C4WU
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/1%20Class%20Notebooks/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/AoS4%20Western%20Classical%20Music%201910%20onwards/AoS%204%20%20Western%20Classical%20Music%201910%20onwards%20%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20with%20links.pptx?d=w50b76e3dc88d4ec1acf2a057130c3738&csf=1&web=1&e=Q9C4WU
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/Linked%20Documents/GCSE/Useful%20Links.docx?d=w592d4f92f3cb41d990d3030375b33e3b&csf=1&web=1&e=SJAjdl
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/subjects/Mu/Resources/Linked%20Documents/GCSE?csf=1&web=1&e=4dkBIT
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb

